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eye. As the arts and crafts have passed out of ordinary worka-
day life, they have shewn some sign of coming back as occupa-
tions for the leisure hour, at least in so far as they combine
domestic utility with intelligent relaxation and relief to the
family budget. Women's institutes in their short life have
already enlisted more supporters than tutorial classes. And
they have made an even greater contribution to the unemploy-
ment centres that were promoted between the wars to help
the unemployed keep up their standards and maintain their
interest in life.
From out of this curious succession of movement after
movement for the last hundred years and more, two acquisi-
tions stand out.
One is the rising consciousness on the part of the universi-
ties that they exist for the ultimate benefit of every class in
the community, and that it is all to the good if their teachers
at some time in their career come face to face with the ultimate
consumers of the hypotheses they produce. A country like ours
with a long tradition of aristocratic leadership and a cult of
social solidarity cannot regard it as a trahison des clercs when
citizens and Christians go into the market place with a full
sense of their responsibility.
A second salient characteristic is the way these movements
have been dogged by the inadequate earlier education of their
supporters. In trying to meet the needs and interests that
develop only after adolescence, their promoters have come up
against the desire to make good the deficiencies of previous
education. And they have too often found themselves up
against the alternative of being either elementary or exhilara-
ting but superficial
Another and more encouraging discovery is that there
exists a disputed border country between adult education
properly speaking, in which some persons try to raise the
standards of others, and the rational use of leisure, for which
persons of much the same standard combine in societies. It is
becoming increasingly apparent that both are complementary.
That adult education movement has always struck the deepest

